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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE - HSC

DIVISION 45. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE RESPONSE [78000 - 81050] ( Division 45 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. )
PART 2. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE ACCOUNT [78000 - 81050] ( Part 2 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. )
CHAPTER 5. Cleanup of Hazardous Substance Releases [78850 - 79400] ( Chapter 5 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257,
Sec. 2.)

ARTICLE 4. Public Participation [78925 - 78935] (Article 4 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2.)

78925. \vith regard to sites listed pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section 78760) of Chapter 4 where the department or
regional board is taking action to investigate or remediate the site, the community service offices shall facilitate communication
between the department or regional board, the responsible parties, and the affected community, including any community advisory
group that may have been formed in the community where the hazardous substance release site is located.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)

78930. (a) The department or the regional board, as appropriate, shall take the actions specified in this section to provide an
opportunity for meaningful public participation in response actions undertaken for sites listed pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with
Section 78760) of Chapter 4.

(b) The department, or the regional board, as appropriate, shall inform the public, and in particular, persons living in close proximity
to a hazardous substance release site listed pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section 78760) of Chapter 4, of the existence of
the site and the department’s or regional board’s intention to conduct a response action at the site.

(c) (1) The department shall conduct a baseline community survey to determine the level of public interest and desire for
involvement in the department’s or regional board’s activities, and to solicit concerns and information regarding the site from the
affected community.

(2) Based on the results of the baseline survey, the department or regional board shall develop a public participation plan that shall
establish appropriate communication and outreach measures commensurate with the level of interest expressed by survey
respondents. The public participation plan shall be updated as necessary to reflect any significant changes in the degree of public
interest as the site investigation and cleanup process moves toward completion.

(d) The department or regional board shall provide any person affected by a response action undertaken for sites listed pursuant to
Article 5 (commencing with Section 78760) of Chapter 4 with the opportunity to participate in the department’s or regional board’s
decisionmaking process regarding that action by taking all of the following actions:

(1) Provide access to information that the department or regional board is required to release pursuant to the California Public
Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1 of the Government Code), relating to the action, except
for the following:

(A) Trade secrets, as defined in Section 78480.

(B) Business financial data and information, as specified in subdivision (c) of Section 78885.

(C) Information that the department or regional board is prohibited from releasing pursuant to any state or federal law.
(2) Provide factsheets, based on the expressed level of public interest, regarding plans to conduct the major elements of the site
investigation and response actions. The factsheets shall present the relevant information in nontechnical language and shall be

detailed enough to provide interested persons with a good understanding of the planned activities. The factsheets shall be made
available in languages other than English if appropriate.
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(3) Provide notification, upon request, of any public meetings held by the department or regional board concerning the action.
(4) Provide the opportunity to attend and to participate at those public meetings.

(5) Based on the results of the baseline community survey, provide opportunities for public involvement at key stages of the
response action process, including the health risk assessment, the preliminary assessment, the site inspection, the remedial
investigation, and the feasibility study stages of the process. If the department or regional board determines that public meetings
or other opportunities for public comment are not appropriate at any of the stages listed in this section, the department or regional
board shall provide notice of that decision to the affected community.

(e) The department or regional board shall develop and make available to the public a schedule of activities for each site for which
remedial action is expected to be taken by the department or regional board pursuant to this part and shall make available to the
public any plan provided to the department or regional board by any responsible party, unless the department is prohibited from
releasing the information pursuant to any state or federal law.

(f) In making decisions regarding the methods to be used for removal or remedial actions taken pursuant to this part, the department
or regional board shall incorporate or respond in writing to the advice of persons affected by the actions.

(g) This section does not apply to emergency actions taken pursuant to Section 78875.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)

78935. The department or regional board shall advise local environmental regulatory agencies and other appropriate local agencies
of planned response actions and provide opportunities for review and comment.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)
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